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The first-ever Papal visit to Iraq on March 5-8, 2021 was largely met with celebration as
he pursued a mission of solidarity with persecuted Christians and other minorities and
sought to elevate a mission of tolerance and coexistence among Christians and Muslims in
Iraq, the Middle East and around the globe. The trip was replete with symbolism from the
historic meeting with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, to an interfaith gathering in Ur, to
prayer services amongst the ruins of Mosul, the reviving community of Qaraqosh, and
high-level delegations in Baghdad and Erbil, and overwhelmingly positive receptions by
crowds along the way.

Yet for the celebrations to translate into meaningful changes will require far more than
symbolic gestures. The security situation remains fraught, justice for genocide survivors
has been limited, meaningful political representation for all Iraqis is still in question, and
the unequal economic opportunities and basic services have inspired waves of protests in
recent months.

In this Cornerstone Forum series, contributors were asked to consider: Does the Pope’s
visit provide an opportunity for meaningful steps to be taken? What practical steps could
be taken to translate the goodwill of the Pope’s visit into tangible progress in addressing
the fundamental issues impacting Iraqis of all religious communities? What roles should
international NGOs, religious actors, and multi-lateral organizations take to support
positive developments for a more just and flourishing society?

*This article is available in English: The Pope’s Visit to Iraq: Indicators and Qutcomes
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