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Kelly J. Shackelford, Esq. is President and Chief Executive
Officer of First Liberty Institute. He was recently appointed to
serve on the Trump administration’s Religious Liberty
* Commission, which was established by executive order in May

2025.

Mr. Shackelford is a constitutional scholar who has argued
before the United States Supreme Court, testified before the
U.S. House and Senate and has won numerous landmark First
Amendment and religious liberty cases, including the landmark religious liberty victory in the
U.S. Supreme Court, American Legion v. America Humanist Association.

Mr. Shackelford was named one of the 25 Greatest Texas Lawyers of the past quarter century
by Texas Lawyer, and is the recipient of the prestigious William Bentley Ball Award for Life and
Religious Freedom Defense for his leadership and pioneering work protecting religious freedom.

Mr. Shackelford is on the Board of Trustees of the United States Supreme Court Historical
Society. He has been featured in the National Law Journal, Associated Press, The New York
Times, The Washington Times, The L.A. Times, and many others.

He was an Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Texas Law School and graduated cum
laude from Baylor University (1985) and graduated from Baylor Law School (1988) with the
highest unadjusted GPA in his graduating class.

Learn more here.


https://www.justice.gov/religious-liberty-commission/commissioners-and-advisory-board-members
https://www.justice.gov/religious-liberty-commission/commissioners-and-advisory-board-members
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/establishment-of-the-religious-liberty-commission/
https://firstliberty.org/executive-leadership/
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